60                            LIFE AND  LETTEES                        [1799,

constant frequenters of her society were elderly states-
men with their wives and connections, with whom
the Princess dined, and worked, and talked, doing
nothing worse than leaving those who were tedious to
her to wait in-doors for the carriages, which were to
carry them back to town, while she walked in the Park
with more interesting companions, making confidences
of her wrongs to the embarrassment of the gentlemen,
and draggling her skirts to the horror of her ladies.

But in 1799'some more lively elements were intro-
duced into the society of Blackheath ; and the Princess,
with high spirits and no acquired prudence or discretion,
allowed the tone of the society to become so lax and
free that dignity, if not decorum, was placed in peril.
Little games were instituted after dinner and kept up
till the small hours of the morning. Of those invited
to dinner some were made to stay supper, and others
till sandwiches appeared, which they apparently did
at cock-crow. Those who cared for her, became
seriously distressed at the opportunities recklessly
given to malignant observation. Fortunately for the
Princess, the most distinguished and agreeable members
of the society had her interests at heart, and were in-
finitely more sensitive to the dangers she incurred than
she was herself. With men such as Grey, Canning,
Frere, Spencer, and with such ladies as those of the
North family, she was safe enough; and they confided
their consternation to Mr. Pitt, who, though alarmed,
was,-it was surmised, a little amused, and not a little
curious to see for himself what went on. He had not